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2007-2008 PRSA/PRSSA Mentor Program Application and Guidelines: PRSSA Version

Deadline to Apply:  Thursday, October 25, 2007 at 5 p.m.

Watch for a November kickoff event!

Members of the Puget Sound Chapter of PRSA have agreed to serve as mentors to PRSSA students.  Each mentoree student will be matched with a professional who will be available for one-two hours a month for mentoring activities (more details will be provided at the Mentor training session).  Here is an outline of eligibility and expectations for PRSSA members.

Eligibility: 

· The PRSSA member must be a member of the Seattle University, University of Washington or Central Washington University PRSSA chapter, or an Affiliate member at a non-PRSSA school.  PRSSA members must have paid dues for the 2007-2008 school year by Oct. 25, 2007 to be matched with a mentor.  
· Applicants must submit a resume with 1-2 references and a 150-200-word essay with their form (see below). 
· Students must have either completed a PR internship or have otherwise demonstrated their commitment to enter the public relations field.  
We will not be able to match EVERY student to a mentor right away.  Priority will be given to 1) those students who are active participants in chapter activities; 2) students who are closest to graduating; 3) students who attend the mandatory mentor orientation session at one of the following universities: SU (Oct. 4), UW (Oct. 11) or CWU (week of Oct. 15); 4) students at UW, SU and CWU. Students who are Affiliate members at other schools who meet all requirements will be matched as space allows. If you have been matched, you will be informed no later than mid-November before the kickoff event. 
Student Expectations.  As a PRSSA member matched with a PRSA mentor, you should:

· Contact your mentor at least once a month.  Do not be afraid to contact them again if you don’t hear back right away, but use your judgment about how much is too much.  Contact Catherine or Kauilani, Mentors Program chairs (see below), if you have any difficulty reaching your mentor. 

· Keep your mentor and the Mentor Program chairs apprised of any change in address/phone or graduation plans.

· Follow through on contacts provided by the mentor, and follow up with both the mentor and the contacts regarding the results of any conversations.

· Demonstrate professionalism always.  Treat the mentor with the respect and consideration you would a potential employer.  

I agree to these guidelines.

Student Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________

Name: __________________________________________________ E-mail: __________________________________

School: _________________________________________ Expected Graduation Date: _________________________

Permanent Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

School Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________

PRSSA Activities: ______________________________________________________Phone Number: _____________

Do you have a Facebook or MySpace page? If yes, which one and what is your Profile name?__________________
Date Dues Paid for 2007-2008: __________________PRSSA Faculty Adviser Name: _________________________
PRSSA Faculty Adviser Signature: __________________________________________________________________
To complete your application, follow these steps:
1. Fill out this form completely (as a Word document. No hand-written applications will be accepted.) Sign it and get your adviser's signature. To get an electronic version, ask your chapter president or adviser, or contact the chairs.
2. Attach a typewritten essay of 150-200 words on why you want to participate, why you believe it will benefit you and what type of PR job most interests you. In addition, include your short- term and long-term career goals as well as any relevant public relations work/internship experience and what you learned there. 

3. Attach your resume (1-2 pages) and contact information  for 1-2 references.
4. E-MAIL your application form (without signatures), resume and essay to chinrichsen@seanet.com AND Kauilani.Ostrem@publicis-pr.com by the deadline.

5. Finally, FAX your SIGNED application form to Catherine Hinrichsen, APR, at 425-799-4770 by the deadline.
DEADLINE TO APPLY:  Thursday, Oct. 25, 2007, 5 p.m.  Questions?  Contact Mentor Chairs Catherine Hinrichsen, APR, chinrichsen@seanet.com, or Kauilani Ostrem, kauilani.ostrem@publicis-pr.com. Please keep a copy of this form for yourself. Thank you!


